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What is “Permanency” 
 
Permanency is a term used in child welfare systems and is sometimes confused with the word adoption.  
What permanency really means is that a person has legal membership in a safe, stable, nurturing family 
with relations that are intended to last a lifetime.  Permanency means having positive and healthy 
relationships with adults who provide emotional, financial, moral, educational, legal, and other kinds of 
support to children and youth as they grow and mature into adults. 
 
OCS Permanency Goals 
 
Reunification: This is the initial goal for nearly all children who come into out of home care, regardless 
of their ages or the reasons why they came into care.  It is the system’s responsibility to help parents, 
guardians, and Indian Custodians address the issues that caused their children to come into care so that 
the children can go back home.  Foster parents and unlicensed relatives are considered agents of this 
system and are responsible for supporting the child in those reunification efforts. 
 
Adoption:  This is the preferred goal for children when they are not able to return home.  Adoption is 
the social, emotional, and legal process in which children who will not be raised by their birth parents 
become full and permanent legal members of another family. 
 
Guardianship:    Legal guardians have custody of the children and the authority to make decisions 
concerning the protection, education, care, most medical, discipline, etc.  A court grants someone other 
than a biological parent the right to care for a minor.  A guardianship ends when the minor reaches the 
age of majority. 
 
Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative:  Applicable to youth ages 16 and older who will not be 
reunified, adopted, or placed in a guardianship.  The intent is the youth will remain in state custody until 
the age of majority and is the preferred goal over APPLA. 
 
Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement (APPLA):  A permanent living arrangement for a child, 
only applicable to youth ages 16 and older.  A compelling reason is needed for this permanency goal and 
all other goals need to be ruled out as options. 
 
 
Timeframes 
 

• Reunification should occur within 12 months of removal.   

• Guardianships should be completed within 18 months of removal. 

• Adoptions should be completed within 24 months of removal. 

 
Federal and state statutes require petitioning the court to terminate parental rights if children have 
been in out of home care 15 of the last 22 months, absent compelling reasons. 
 
 
 



 
When A Goal Changes 
 
The primary permanency goal for most children in care is reunification and children should be placed, 
whenever possible, back into one or both parents’ care within 12 months of removal. 
 
The agency must communicate to the court the primary permanency goal every 12 months.  This is done 
by filing a “Permanency Report” and the court will review the report, which outline the goal, why it’s the 
goal, and progress towards that goal.  The court has to make a finding that the goal is appropriate, and 
all efforts have been made to reach the goal. 
 
Whenever the permanency goal changes, the agency must file a Permanency Report within 30 days of 
the goal change. 
 
Resource Family Roles 
 
Foster parents and Unlicensed Relatives are agents of the foster care system and have a very important 
role in helping children and youth reunify with one or both of their parents.   
 
When the goal is Reunification, this may include: 

• Supporting frequent family contact by helping the parents and children spend time together 

• Helping keep parents involved and active in their child’s life by letting them know about medical 
and dental appointments, school events, outside activities, and inviting parents to join in these 
experiences 

• Helping the children stay connected to important things in their life 

• Communicating with OCS and the tribe needs for services, supports, and updates  

• Participating in meetings and court to stay informed and have a voice at the table 

• Keeping children and youth safe and protected from the adult types of topics 

• Helping children address their confusions and fears and work through their hard times and 
experiences 

• Helping children understand what’s happening and help answer their questions 

• Helping children transition thoughtfully to other homes if needed to help reduce trauma and 
loss 

 
When the goal is Adoption or Guardianship, this may, in addition to the above, also include: 

• Making a life-long commitment to the child through adoption or guardianship 

• Opening your life to new relationships with biological family members 

• Helping the child transition to relatives or other families for adoption or guardianship 

• Participating in adoption trainings and events and support services as needed 

• Helping the child process through their losses and being open, welcoming, and accepting of 
memories and stories 

• Participating in the home study process 

• Participating in the full disclosure process 
 
When the goal is APPLA or Placement with a Fit and Willing Relative this may also include: 

• Helping the youth complete high school or obtain their GED 

• Helping the youth obtain independent living skills 

• Encourage and support the youth in participating in the Independent Living Program 

• Helping the youth transition into adulthood 


